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TEACHER SPOTLIGHT
MARIA AURORA MARIA AURORA 
VILLAMATERVILLAMATER, Manhattan Campus

Interviewed by: Ana Vera, Colombia

1. Could you tell us how you have learned to 
be a teacher, adviser and editor?
 
I never learned to be a teacher. I guess I was 

simply born to be one.  When I was in fi rst grade, 
I would always say, “I want to be a teacher!”  I 
don’t regret being one today.  Advising? After 
having taught almost all the courses in both ESL 
and IEP, my Director of Studies, Evina Torres, 
trained me to become an advisor and that’s 
how I learned the job.  It was like co-teaching, I 
watched her do it then I mirrored what she did, 
until I developed my own judgment in advising 
students with their academic needs.  As an 
editor, I learned the trick from my marketing 
and advertising job way back in 1996.  I was in 
the fi eld of advertising, particularly copywriting, 
before I was invited by a university to teach 
English in 1997. Yeah! 10 years in teaching!

2. What do you think is the most important 
experience from being a teacher at Zoni?
 
For me, it’s both the winning and losing 

moments.  People say I’m an excellent teacher 
and I believe that it’s because I was once a not-
so-good-teacher and I learned from there.  Co-
teaching has also been a great experience.  It 
makes ZONI not a place of competition…but a 
place to share one another’s strategies and most 
importantly, to acquire the Zoni methodology. 
And now, part of my job is training teachers at 
the Manhattan campus through co-teaching 
and coaching, which is a really fulfi lling job.

 

3. Tell us about something important that you 
learned from being our Zoni Voice editor.

Number one is creativity. Working with the 
marketing department is just AWESOME!!! 
Next is multitasking. I learned to be more 
organized because I had to juggle all my tasks 
as a teacher, a teacher mentor, an advisor and 
an editor. I went through a challenging phase 
but I didn’t want to give up any of my roles.  So 
I faced all my tasks and told myself, “I can do 
all these!!!” So far, no one has ever told me I’m 
not doing well in any of my responsibilities…or 
maybe no one has ever had the courage to be 
honest enough (laughs). But really, Zoni Voice 
was a great experience, but I had to give it up 
because ZONI gave me a bigger project and 
that’s where I’m focused right now.

4. What is a funny situation that happened to 
you while you were advising a new Zoni 
student? And how did you react?

     Wow…a lot! I can’t even think of one right now.  
Well, one time, I won’t mention where the 
student is from, I started interviewing a male 
student while I was checking the placement 
test and the student asked, “Will you come with 
me to my country when I fi nish at Zoni?” I was 
like, “Sure!”. Then the student said, “Seriously. 
I’m not kidding ”. Hee hee hee…oops. 

 

5. What do you think about the American 
dream?

In my own defi nition and simple ways, I’m 
living it now. 

6. And, how do you think the American dream 
can be fulfi lled for an immigrant?

The number-one goal should be profi ciency 
in the language.  Then read “The Automatic 
Millionaire” by David Bach and you’ll understand 
what the American dream is all about and how 
to achieve it. 

ANAANA AURORAAURORA

By Victor Ruffo, Bolivia

Dear Shirley,

I’ve been in NY for six months already and I saw 
so many interesting places. 
I’ve gone to Rockefeller Center. It was splendid.* 
Last Sunday, I went to the Empire State Building. 
It’s the tallest building in NY City.
I haven’t been to the Statue of Liberty yet, but 
I’ll go there tomorrow. 
I have met people from different nationalities and 
I’ve eaten good food from many countries. 
NY City never sleeps. Time Square is so exciting, 
and so crowded. 
Everyday I take the train to Manhattan, and I am 
planning to visit Bronx Zoo next week.
I will send you some pictures.
I miss you.

By Tom Qu, China

Dear Windy:

How are you! How are things over there? Everything 
is fine here. 
I’ve been in NYC for 4 months, but I have already 
seen several interesting places. 
I have been to Central Park and I have also visited 
the Queens Center. 
I haven’t gone to Statue of Liberty yet, but my 
sister and I are going to go there tomorrow. 
Yesterday, we saw Chinatown.
Have you ever visited New York? If you have a chance, 
you really should come here. It’s a great city.

I miss you.
Love

By Valentyna Tyufanova, Ukraine

My name is Valentyna. I am from Ukraine. 
My home city is Kiev. 
I’m living NYC now. 
NYC has more people than Kiev.
Kiev has more parks than NYC. 
Kiev has less pollution than NYC. 
Kiev has fewer streets than NYC. 
NYC has more hotels than Kiev. 
NYC has more night clubs than Kiev. 
Kiev has fewer stores than NYC. 
NYC has more bridges than Kiev. 
Kiev has as many friendly people as NYC. 
NYC doesn’t have as many trees as Kiev. 
Kiev doesn’t have as much traffic as NYC.
I’m happy here. NYC is a great city.

Love  

By Benjamin Gomez, El Salvador

My name is Benjamin. I’m from El Salvador. 
My home city is San Miguel. I live in N.Y.

NY City has more traffic than San Miguel. 
San Miguel has less noise than NY.
NY has more people than San Miguel. 
San Miguel has less pollution than NY.
NY has more buildings than San Miguel. 
San Miguel doesn’t have as many people as NY.
San Miguel doesn’t have as many restaurants 
as NY.
NY has as many parks as San Miguel.

Letters ESL 204, Flushing Campus      
Teacher: Susan Yan

All Zoni staff are invited to share their 
thoughts and express their love for family 
and loved ones. (Remember, Valentine’s Day 
is approaching!) Email your submissions to 
zonivoice@zoni.com.

Staff Thank 
You Note

By Lyssol Garcia, Zoni Staff

To Celsa and Jose:

I would like 
to use this medium to tell you

 

how much I LOVE YOU and t
o THANK YOU 

for your s
upport in t

he bad times and the 

good ones and for m
aking me the woman I 

am today.  

Love,
Lyssol

AURORA ADVISES A STUDENTAURORA ADVISES A STUDENT
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The music system in my son’s room is 
blaring.* I pause at my workstation 
to listen, mentally blocking out* the 
background chorus booming out of the 

speakers and focusing on the lyrics instead. “Hey 
Mama, I wanna scream so loud for you, cuz I’m 
so proud of you / Let me tell you what I’m about 
to do, Hey Mama / …  See, you’re unbreakable, 
unmistakable / Highly capable,… / A livin’ legend 
too, … Hey Mama….” I recognize the famous 
rapper – Kanye West – and yes, he is singing about 
his beloved mother, Dr. Donda West. My blood runs 
cold* when it sinks in* that just one week ago this 
day, Dr. West, who was the former Chair of the 
Chicago State University’s English Department, 
died from complications after cosmetic surgery, a 
tummy tuck* she’d had the previous day.

Zoom back* a couple of years and I’m 
sure you would remember reading about 
Nigeria’s fi rst lady, Stella Obasanjo, who 
died after undergoing* cosmetic surgery 

in Spain, or the year before of Olivia Goldsmith, the 
54-year-old best-selling author of The First Wives 
Club, who died under anesthesia while having a chin 
tuck. So much for celebrity deaths and the quest 
for beauty and perfection under the surgeon’s knife! 
Who bemoans* the countless other non-entities* 
who meet a similar fate every single day? I’m sure 
you know the answer and also realize I’m not talking 
about those who undergo corrective surgeries for 
deformities or birth defects. We live in a period of 
ubiquitous* cosmetic surgery – lunchtime laser 
treatments, botox gift cards, and facelifts at the mall 
– a sad refl ection of the times indeed! The common 
man, woman and teenager are being nipped, 
tucked and botoxed day in and day out, so much so 
they have a cavalier* attitude towards it. Cosmetic 
surgery ought to be decried because its perils and 
pitfalls are many, in terms of complications, cost, 
and the psychological fallout it leads to.

First of all, I say ‘No’ to cosmetic surgery 
because in their foolish craving* for 
perfection, people are blind to the dangers 
of going under the knife and never, for a 

moment, pause to consider the complications that 
might ensue. Reality TV shows such as Extreme 
Makeover, The Swan, I Want a Famous Face, 
Skin Deep, Dr.90210 and so on, add to the hype 
surrounding cosmetic procedures. Impressionable* 
teenagers and desperate, aging adults who watch 
these shows are hoodwinked* into thinking that the 
metamorphosis into a ravishing beauty with a perfect 
body is quite easy, painless and free of problems. 
Think again, I categorically say! Liposuction, breast 
augmentation, rhinoplasty (reshaping of the nose), 
facelift, tummy tuck, butt lift, laser treatment, fat 
transfer, brow lift, lower eye lift, and all the slew* 
of procedures glamourized by the media carry 
grave risks such as infection, blood clots that move 
to the lungs or brain, damage to nerves and vital 
organs, scarring, and severe loss of fl uids causing 
shock and death, to name a few. Some scrupulous 
surgeons* require all their patients get medical 
clearance from their doctors before surgery, but 
alas, not everyone operates on an ethical, moral 
basis. The older the patient, health conditions such 
as high blood pressure, diabetes or heart disease 
add to the risks, and addictions such as alcoholism, 
smoking, and drug use exacerbate* the problems. 
The complications increase signifi cantly when 
the surgeons are not board- certifi ed and do not 
operate in a licensed facility. Beauty and perfection 
– at what risk?

The horror stories following cosmetic 
surgery are countless and endless. 
Despite the risks, beauty overhauls* 
are the norm of the day. Our obsession 

with our appearance and our skewed* perception 
of beauty have spawned a society that is quite 
oblivious to the dangers underlying cosmetic 
procedures. It is no longer a surprise that parents 
give breast implants as high school graduation gifts 
for teenage girls or pay for procedures to reshape 
their sons’ noses. Should we ignore the perils of 
cosmetic surgery and knowingly subject ourselves 
to risk and danger, or should we be responsible 
human beings who value and embrace life with 
utmost care and happiness, and not go traipsing* 
after the elusive so-called standards of beauty? 
You be the judge.

The second reason I decry* cosmetic 
surgery is because of the huge cost 
it involves. The upsurge* in beauty 
treatments over the years clearly shows 

that they are no longer just for the rich, famous 
and powerful who sculpt and hone their bodies on 
whim or as per their fancy, be it an Oprah Winfrey, 
whose weight waxes and wanes* periodically under 
the watchful eye of her personal trainer, or a Janet 
Jackson who fl aunts her abs in a photo shoot before 
the release of her latest album, or a Heidi Klum who 
struts the catwalk in Milan and Paris just two weeks 
after childbirth. Some celebrities eschew* cosmetic 
surgery, while others openly embrace it. Who could 
ever forget the image of Silvio Berlusconi, the 
Italian leader, who attended the summit of world 
leaders, his head wrapped in a bandanna after the 
hair transplant he’d had? Or who couldn’t believe 
the rapid weight loss of the morbidly obese* Star 
Jones of TV’s The View, after gastric by-pass 
surgery? Be it these procedures, or much simpler 
ones leading to Britney Spears’ plumped up lips or 
Ashlee Simpson’s modifi ed nose, every one of them 
is within the reach of the common man and woman 
today. I am not exaggerating when I say that the 
middle class now has easy and excessive access 
to cosmetic procedures through fi nancial loans 
doled out* by credit card companies solely for this 
purpose, a burgeoning and thriving industry today. It 
is no wonder then that the number of total cosmetic 
procedures has risen dramatically in the past 
decade, by a staggering 446 percent, according to 
statistical reports. These procedures are not cheap, 
let me add, and put the middle class under great 
fi nancial strain in the long run.

It is tragic that many people fail to realize 
that the complications arising from  cosmetic 
procedures require further corrective 
surgeries at a great cost. For example, a 

teenage girl receiving breast implants may combat 
subsequent infection and hardening of the breasts 
and may have to undergo corrective surgery or 

replacement of the implants. Those who availed of* 
the augmentation on the installment plan offered by 
the cosmetic surgeons or the credit card companies 
are often unable to pay for the corrective surgery 
since they are still paying for the initial procedure. 
Despite such fi nancial setbacks and possible ruin, 
the number of cosmetic procedures is skyrocketing 
annually. It doesn’t require a rocket scientist to study 
the fi gures and costs of the procedures. Reports 
show that Canadians have spent half a billion dollars 
on cosmetic surgery last year alone. Our neighbors 
south of the border are no different, having had 11.5 
million surgical procedures in 2006, according to 
the American Society for Aesthetic Plastic Surgery. 
All this in our part of the globe! Consider the entire 
planet, and what an astronomical sum that would 
amount to! Wouldn’t this world be a better place to 
live in if we used all that money to combat poverty, 
prevent global warming, protect the environment, 
and improve the quality of life of all humanity? Why 
chase the mirage* of perfection, my friends, and 
beauty at what cost? Give it a thought! 

The third reason why one should stay 
away from cosmetic surgery is because 
of the eventual psychological fallout* 
one experiences after having unrealistic 

expectations from the surgery. The media-driven 
frenzy in quest for the beautiful face and the perfect 
body builds up false hopes and high expectations in 
the individual, so much so that one is almost always 
disappointed by the results of the procedure. Though 
proponents of cosmetic surgery argue that people 
certainly achieve improvements in body shape and 
enjoy a better quality of life post-surgery, it cannot be 
denied that in many cases the outcomes are poor, 
unhappy and disappointing. Surgeons have hordes* 
of patients who are dissatisfi ed with the surgery and 
request repeat procedures – what better an example 
could there possibly be than Michael Jackson 
who gradually morphed* into the ‘bogeyman’ after 
repeated surgeries? Documented research also 
shows that many patients experience depression 
and adjustment problems after surgery. Besides, the 
inexorable* passage of time changes the body over 
the years, cosmetic surgery or not, and even if one 
feels a temporary high after surgery, the feeling is 
defi nitely bound to* deteriorate as one ages.

Granted that cosmetic surgery is 
undeniably a powerful juggernaut* of 
an industry in modern society and an 
ever-growing pop cultural phenomenon 

that warps our mind and twists our values, don’t 
you think it is high time we came to our senses 
and stopped going under the surgeon’s knife to fi x 
every perceived fl aw in our bodies? Let us embrace 
ourselves, be proud of who we are and how we 
are, and redirect our energy towards positive goals. 
Cosmetic surgery is dangerous due to the risks it 
poses, not worth it because of the cost it entails, 
and condemnable* for all its negative psychological 
impact. Think logically and rationally and say “No’ to 
cosmetic surgery!

SAY ‘NO’ TO COSMETIC SURGERY
By Olivia Kanna, Teacher, Vancouver Campus 



   

Join the Editorial Team!
Would you like to be a part of the editorial 
team? If yes, what would you help with?

�  Design
�  Editing
�  Reporting
�  Other ________________

Do you have a story, essay, or even a piece of 
art that you would like to submit?

� Country Spotlight ____________
� Student Spotlight ____________
� Teacher Spotlight ____________ 

� Book/Movie Review ____________
� Poem/Story ____________
� Other ____________
� Classifi ed Ad Description ___________                       

_____________________________________

Your name _______________________________ 

E-mail address ___________________________

Please submit this form along with materials 
and ideas to the Zoni Voice box on the 6th fl oor 
near the advising center or send via e-mail to 
zonivoice@zoni.com. Thanks for your help. 
We’d love to see your name in the paper.
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GLOSSARY
Aguardiente (n.) An alcoholic drink popular in Spain, Portugal, 

and Central and South America
Avail of (v.) To take advantage of
Amplify (v.) To make bigger or louder
Balmy (adj.) To be mild and pleasant (weather)
Bemoan (v.) To complain
Blare (v.) To play music very loudly
Block out (v.) To prevent from entering
Bound to (adj.) To be likely to; probably going to
Breathtaking (adj.) To be very beautiful
Cavalier (adj.) To be uncaring or unimpressed
Condemnable (adj.) To be deserving of punishment
Crackle (v.) To make a lot of popping noises
Crave (v.) To want something very much
Crunch (v.) To make noise when you step on something
Decry (v.) To criticicize strongly
Denial (n.) Refusal to accept something
Discrimination (n.) Unfair dislike of something
Disdain (v.) To dislike very much; to think badly of
Dole out (v.) To give; to distribute
Drench (v.) To cover completely in oil/butter/sauce
Easygoing (adj.) To be relaxed
Endeavor (v.) To try; to attempt
Endure (v.) To last; to continue for a long time
Eschew (v.) To stay away from
Exacerbate (v.) To make worse
Fallout (n.) A result or consequence
Fertility (n.) The ability to create or reproduce
Flashily (adv.) With a lot of style
Frustrated (adj.) To be angry, disappointed, and unsatisfi ed
Fulfi lling (adj.) To be satisfying
Fury (n.) Extreme anger
Gorgeous (adj.) To be beautiful
Harmony (n.) Unity; different sounds working together
Have concerns (v.) To be worried
Heart attack (n.) A sudden failure of the heart
Heartthrob (n.) A sweetheart; an object of intense love or attraction
Hint of (n.) A small amount of; a very little bit of
Hoodwink (v.) To trick; to cheat
Horde (n.) A large group
Huge (adj.) To be very big
Immature (adj.) To be like a child in attitude and behavior
Impressionable (adj.) To be easily controlled or infl uenced
Inexorable (adj.) To be unable to change or alter
Irresistible (adj.) To be impossible to stay away from
Juggernaut (n.) Something big and powerful that cannot be 

stopped

Lack (v.) To not have something
Live it up (v.) To have a lot of fun
Masquerade (v.) To wear a costume
Melancholic (adj.) To be sad
Mention (v.) To say casually or informally
Mirage (n.) Something that doesn’t really exist; an illusion
Misguided (adj.) To be poorly informed; confused
Mirror (v.) To copy; to do the same
Moreover (adv.) In addition
Morph (v.) To change into something else
Multitasking (n.) Doing several things at the same time
My blood runs cold I get a very bad emotional feeling
Non-entity (n.) An unimportant thing or person
Obese (adj.) To be very fat
Optimistic (adj.) To be happy and positive
Oration (n.) A speech
Overhaul (v.) To change completely
Piece of cake To be very easy
Piñata (n.) A container full of candy and toys which children 

break with sticks; popular in Latin America
Portfolio (n.) A collection of someone’s work (like an artist or 

photographer)
Procrastinator (n.) Someone who waits to do something instead of 

doing it right now
Profi ciency (n.) A high level of ability
Provoke (v.) To cause a big reaction
Pumpkin patch (n.) An area for growing pumpkins
Purge (v.) To clean completely
Quest (n.) A long, diffi cult journey
Resolve (v.) To make a promise to yourself
Roomy (adj.) To be large and full of space
Scrupulous (adj.) To be aware of right and wrong behavior
Self-esteem (n.) Self-confi dence; happiness with yourself
Seven deadly sins (n.) The seven bad acts that, according to 

Christianity, will send a person to Hell
Sink in (v.) To enter the mind slowly
Skewed (adj.) To be slanted or uneven
Slew (n.) A lot of
Splendid (adj.) To be great, wonderful, enjoyable
Status quo (n.) The general opinion; the norm
Symbolize (v.) To represent
Take it easy To relax; to be calm
Take risks To do dangerous things
Torment (v.) To torture; to cause great pain
Traipse (v.) To walk without direction
Tummy tuck (n.) Surgery to make people thin
Twinkle (v.) To sparkle and shine
Ubiquitous (adj.) To be everywhere
Ultimately (adv.) In the end; fi nally
Undergo (v.) To experience
Upsurge (n.) A sudden increase
Wax and wane (v.) To get bigger and smaller
Zoom back (v.) To return to the past

Editor’s Note
Student work is edited for clarity only. 
Our goal  is to maintain students’ editorial 
integrity and provide examples for ESL 
classroom correction.

Media Disclaimer
Opinions expressed in this newspaper refl ect the 
views of the writers, not Zoni Group International.

Zoni Voice PhotoZoni Voice Photo ContestContest

If you have a picture from your North American experience that you think is special, please send 
it to us at zonivoice@zoni.com or post it at www.studentslife.zoni.com. If your picture is chosen, 
you will fi nd it right here in the next issue of Zoni Voice!

Here is the winner of this issue’s brand-new photo contest! 
This is Jorge Zancada who used to study at the Miami campus. 
Look! He is wearing a Zoni T-shirt with a big smile. 
Thank you to Marielisa Vera for sending it in.

Miami staff strike a pose

Winner!

No.1

Queens Campus Faculty Meeting With Teacher, Susan, on the Flushing Campus




